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Code of Practice 3 : 2000 Amendment 1 
 
 
October 2006 
 

 
Explanatory notes: 

 
UKLPG is the voice on LPG in the UK, representing companies who are producers, 
distributors, equipment and service providers, and vehicle converters. UKLPG was 
formed by the merger of the LP Gas Association (LPGA) and the Association for Liquid 
Gas Equipment and Distributors (ALGED) in January 2008. Its roots are firmly 
established, with LPGA and ALGED established in 1947 and 1975 respectively. It is 
dedicated to the safe and effective development of LPG and takes a leading role in the 
consultation and negotiation with legislators and policy makers. 
 
UKLPG takes a leading role in the consultation and negotiation (and subsequent 
interpretation) of proposed legislation with Government Agencies and Departments such 
as the Health and Safety Executive, Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory 
Reform, Department for Transport, Department for the Environment Food and Rural 
Affairs, Department for Communities and Local Government etc.  It is also a leading 
participant in the activities of the European LP Gas Association (AEGPL) which is a vital 
organisation in the consultation process of European legislation. 
 
UKLPG publishes a large suite of Codes of Practice covering most aspects of the 
storage, transportation and utilisation of LP Gas.  These have been carefully developed 
by practicing experts from the Industry and other interested parties such as the HSE. 
 
Editions of LPGA Codes of Practice published before 1st January 2008, together with 
any amendments incorporated before or after that date, remain valid until the Code of 
Practice is superseded by a new edition.   
 
References to UKLPG Codes of Practice and LPGA Codes of Practice should be read 
as having the same meaning.  
 
Membership of UKLPG is open to all sectors of the Industry and related organisations.  
For further information please contact us. 
 
Amendment:  

 
Section 3 : Emergency Action 
 
3.1 General 
 
 Replace the final two paragraphs by: 
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Installations at commercial and industrial premises are subject to, in England and 
Wales, the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005, and in Scotland by Part 3 
of the Fire (Scotland) Act 2005 and related subordinate legislation and fire 
precautions should be considered in this light. 

 
Guidance on compliance with the legislation in England & Wales has been 
published in the form of a series of sector specific guides, which are available at: 
 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1162101 

 
In Scotland, guidance to complement the new legislation, which also includes a 
series of sector specific guides, is available at:  
 
http://www.infoscotland.com/firelaw. 
 
 
 

Section 6 : Transportation 
 

Insert a new section: 
 

6.3 Vehicles Fuelled by LPG 
 
6.3.1 General 

 
As of 2005 there were about 130000 road vehicles and some 70000 fork lift trucks 
and similar equipment in the UK fitted with LPG fuel systems. The LPG tanks are 
often located in the rear section or boot compartment of cars but may be under 
slung or fitted in the sill area.  In commercial vehicles they may also be fitted in 
the cargo space immediately behind the front seats.  On fork lift trucks they are 
usually mounted to the rear of the equipment. 

 
Road vehicles fitted with LPG systems may not be easy to identify, though most 
will have a visible LPG filler towards the rear of the vehicle. There may also be 
more than one tank. 

 
Systems must be fitted with a pressure relief valve by law. In the event of a fire 
and the valve operating there will be a powerful jet of flame 5-7 metres in length 
which will pulse from the relief valve for up to 20 minutes, depending on the 
amount of LPG in the tank.  Any pulsing or constant flame from a pressure relief 
device is likely to project from the front or rear of the vehicle, dependant on the 
location of the storage tank. 
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 Guidance on the garaging of such vehicles can be found in HELA Local 
Authority Circular LAC52/6 Garaging of Liquefied Petroleum Gas Fuelled 
Vehicles, Mechanical Handling and Maintenance Equipment (available at 
http://www.hse.gov.uk/LAU/LACS/52-6rev.htm). 

 
 Fork lift truck cylinders in storage should be treated as any other cylinders. 

 
6.3.2 Leakage of LPG without fire 

 
 The general principles of 3.4 apply. 
 

The tank should be isolated by switching the ignition off and turning fuel selector 
to petrol on road vehicles or turning off the tank on fork lift trucks or similar 
equipment.  

 
Should the leak persist specialist help should be sought (for example from a local 
LPGA Approved Autogas Installer) and the vehicle should be removed to a well 
ventilated open space which is well away (where possible at least 20 m) from 
sources of ignition, drains, buildings, plant and equipment where the contents can 
be exhausted to the atmosphere.   

  
The vehicle should be isolated from the general access (for example by barriers) 
and notices prohibiting smoking and naked lights should be displayed near it. 

 
6.3.3 Vehicles on fire 
 

The general principles of 3.5 apply. 
 

 LPG systems are rarely the initiator of a fire. Under the bonnet fires, 
passenger space fires and vandalism are more likely sources. As such the aim 
of firefighting should be to prevent the spread of fire to the LPG tank 
wherever possible. 

 
The emergency services should be called without delay and advised that the 
vehicle has an LPG system fitted. 

 
An initial exclusion zone of at least 30 m should be established around the vehicle 
and people immediately evacuated from this whilst assessment is made of the 
situation. The zone should be extended as further assessment warrants. 
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Water jets should be applied from behind any available cover, which provides 
effective shielding.  Preference should be given to fixed or free-standing monitors 
(of nominal discharge capacity of 1150 litres per minute or above), as they 
minimise the risk to personnel in deploying and activating the equipment. 

 
Application of copious amounts of water in the manner described above will 
greatly reduce the likelihood of BLEVE, discharge from the PRV is likely to be 
significantly delayed and if already occurring, may be stopped.  

 
Water applied should be applied until the pressure relief valve has closed and the 
fire has been extinguished.  

 


